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Harry, please tell us about your new book, A PIG CALLED HEATHER.  

A PIG CALLED HEATHER is all about friendship. Having a friend is one of the best things 
in the world; everyone can do it, and anyone can be good at it. I’d say this book is proof of 
the saying that the best way to have a really good friend is to be one. 

 
Where did you get your inspiration for this story? 
 

The inspiration for the book came about when I was on holiday in Scotland with my family. 
My wife is Scottish, and her parents used to live in a tiny castle by a farm in Aberdeenshire 
in Scotland. We were married there.  
 
My kids loved the castle because there was so much history there, and they also loved 
playing on the farm next door and getting really muddy. One time a piglet escaped from 
the farm next door and ran all over the place. That night my younger daughter asked me 
for a bedtime story about a magic pig, and the story I told her eventually became this book. 

 
Heather and her human friend, Isla, have a very close bond. Did any bonds with pets in your 
own life help give you inspiration for this book? 
 

I am sad to say I never had a pet when I was growing up, so maybe that explains a lot. I  

Heather the pig has it all: a lovely farm to live on in the 

Scottish countryside, apples of all kinds to devour, and a 

best friend in the farmer’s daughter, Isla. When Isla and 

her father move to far-off London, Heather is determined 

to reunite with her somehow. She gets her chance when 

she becomes the unlikely star a new advertising 

campaign to promote the farm. Soon, Heather is being 

whisked to London for a film shoot, giving her a chance 

to find Isla. Finding her shouldn’t be difficult, Heather 

reasons. After all, how many girls with freckles can there 

be in London? 
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think maybe the bond between Isla and Heather is one that I would have loved to have 
had when I was her age, or perhaps it’s the bond I had with my teddy bear if he had been 
alive.  
 
It’s funny because a publisher who read the book ages ago said the book didn’t work 
because the two main characters couldn’t talk to each other, but for me that’s never been a 
problem. I love that these two absolutely understand each other, and both always know 
what the other is thinking. Communication and friendship is about so much more than 
simply being able to speak the same language! 
 

Heather goes to all ends to reconnect with Isla, even escaping from her handlers in London. 
How would you react if you saw a pig running through the streets of London? 
 

I would hope I would help him or her escape. After all, something must have made them 
run! What could that be? There are so many different reasons why a pig might be loose in 
London that I would want to know more before doing anything rash (bad pun!).  
 
Also, London is such an amazing place, full of such weird and wonderful things, that 
probably someone would just say “Oh look, a Saddleback,” and the person they’re with 
would say “That’s not a Saddleback, it’s a Duroc.” 
 

What do you hope readers gain from A PIG CALLED HEATHER? 
 

I would hope that readers would laugh, and it would make them want to be better friends 
with humans as well as animals. We can all always be better at being nice to our friends, 
and we can always do more to help people.  

Hopefully readers will also be encouraged to think that they can do anything. If Heather 
and Isla had ever really thought about what they were trying to do, it would never have 
happened. Children are so optimistic, positive and “can-do” about stuff when they are 
young, and sadly, adults lose those abilities. Let’s all try and remember the way we felt 
when we were young and anything was possible.  

What made you decide to become an author? 

I think I have always really been an author. I grew up without a TV, which meant I had no 
choice but to read hundreds and thousands of books.  

When I did finally get a TV at age sixteen, I realized that actually I’d been watching TV all 
my life. When you read a word, your brain turns that word into a picture, and that’s how 
you process it. You turn the written into the visual. When I worked in television, I was 
telling stories visually. When I worked for Euro Disney, I was telling stories visually; and 
now that I’m an author, I’m still telling stories visually.  

Plus you can’t help being an author when you’re a dad because your children ask you to 
make up bedtime stories! 
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What advice would you give to young authors? 

So weirdly, the advice I would give young authors is to watch loads and loads of TV and 
films! It will teach them how to tell stories, and also how not to! They should read as much 
as their eyes can stand, and they must listen!  Young writers should also always be talking, 
they are story-tellers after all. And telling a story out loud changes the story completely. 
You write in a different way if it is going to be read aloud. They should open their eyes and 
drink up the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HARRY OULTON is a writer, television producer and 

voracious reader. Although he and his family now live in 

London, A Pig Called Heather was written in Scotland in a 

setting very much like the Wholstenholmes’ farm. Visit 

Harry online at www.harryoulton.co.uk.  


